
  

 

The Newsletter of Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church                          
 òHMUHSHMF+ FQNVHMF @MC RDQUHMF SGQNTFG BGQHRSH@M QDK@SHNMRGHOR» 

2019 

Pastor, Chris Hjelmstad §     Email: pastorchrishj@gmail.com 

Office:  Ph: 719-275-6797  Email: sothoffices@gmail.com  Fax: 719-275-9287  Web Site: www.sothlutheran.com 

.***SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES AT 9:00am AND 10:30 ***  

UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN!! 
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This is the last ñPastorôs Cornerò article of 2019. My, how the time has gone by since I was 
called to Shepherd of the Hills!  We are entering into the new church yearðHappy New Year!
ðand also entering into a new year of ministry together.  I am very excited to see where the 
Spirit will lead us and beginning new ministries in 2020!  It is appropriate that we are working 
on sharpening our vision as a congregation in 2020.   
 
As a congregation we have been very faithful at supporting ministry all around the region and 
around the world with our prayers, donations of goods, and with our financial gifts.  As far as 
ñgetting our hands dirtyò we have not been quite as active.  That is about to change!  What a 
gift it will be for us to have the opportunities to not just support good work with our money, but 
also with our selves and our time; a gift for us as well as those whom we serve! We will be  
personally invested in great ministry in our backyard and will be able to see firsthand that what 
we do matters.  We will be able to see firsthand what it means to love God and neighbor right 
here in Ca¶on City.     
 
Jesus sent the disciples out to preach and to teach and to heal; he did not (always) wait for the 
brokenness to find him first.  Jesus sent the disciples to the places where he himself intended to 
goðthis is our model for ministry.  Go.  Heal.  Teach.  Preach. 
 
Over the next year our ministry will focus on Youth ministries, outreach and care for homeless 
persons in Ca¶on City, and perhaps one other ñbucketò.  There were many worthy causes that 
were suggested by the Council and at the congregational meeting. It is such a joy that we have 
so many people who are willing to sacrifice of their time and of themselves!  The Stewardship 
for All Seasons team will consider the ministries that received the most votes and may try to 
combine some that are related into one bucket.  Stay tuned for more information!  The top two 
vote-getters are Laundry Love and Rainbow Trail.  Several others are not far behind, so it will 
be a difficult decision.  Please hold this team in prayer as they move forward.  
  
Through these bucket list ministries, we will be giving monetary and relational support to the 
youth of our congregation and in the area school districts, and more importantly, we will be 
personally bringing the love of Christ to those whom we serve.    
 
THANK YOU for your generosity and for your passion for ministry!  THANK YOU for      
participating in the dreaming process, which will be a continual activity as we discern where 
God has prepared us to love and serve.  This is such an exciting time to be the church and a 
member of the body of Christ that we call Shepherd of the Hills!  We can and do and will make 
a difference for our neighbors.  Christ is with us.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Blessings!  Pastor Chris  
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Dec.  1  Aven McCall 
Dec.  1  Ed Norden 
Dec.  1  Alexis Burkart 
Dec.  1  Jim Doughty 
Dec.  2  Ron Sutton 
Dec.  3  Laura Minton 
Dec.  5  William Basham 
Dec.  5  Evelyn Basham 
Dec.  5  Kevin Rivard 
Dec.  7  Karen Rogers 
Dec.  10 Christian Baker 
Dec.  12 Keliôi  Rogers 
Dec.  15 Jean Hovland 
Dec.  16 Susan Sandoval 
Dec.  16 Sean Kelley 
Dec.  17 Norma Jean Lemons 
Dec.  18 Brad Knotek 
Dec.  22 Hannah Scudella 
Dec.  27 Amy Axworthy 
Dec.  27 Robin Rivard 
Dec.  27 Caroline Bernhardt 
Dec.  28 Kevin Simon 
Dec.  30 Phil Beckerich III 
Dec.  30 Harry Stanley 
Dec.  31 Ernie Adolf 
Dec.  31 Jan Norden 
Dec.  31 Jane Magill 

Please, if your name is not listed, and 
you would like to have it listed, please 
let the office know.  Also...Please let 
us know of any corrections...spelling 
or dateé..Thanks Shirley 

 NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION 

We received a thank you from Senior Services 
Solutions Plusé.They thank SOTH for our 
Continued support of their mission. 
ñWe are so honored to receive your contribu-
tions.  Your on-going support will provide rides 
for many of Fremont county residents who have 
no other means of getting to their much-needed 
medical and dental visits.  Thank you all for 
believing in our mission.ò 
Janet E. Trujillo, 
Executive Director 
Senior Services Solutions Plus.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS ñLIVING NATIVITYò 
Will be presented Saturday, December 14th from  

5pm-7:30pm. 
Donôt Miss It, Bring Your Friends! 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

Thank you  to everyone who attended  

the breakfast hosted by the Mission Team 

on November 3
rd
.  Your donations         

enabled us to give $515 to SOTH for the 

Roof Fund. 

Loaves & Fishes is again coordinating the 

ñHoliday Food Boxò drive.  They are asking 

for: stuffing mix, canned green beans, canned 

yams, canned pie filing, boxed pie crusts, canned cran-

berries and turkeys or $7 gift cards to purchase tur-

keys.  Bring turkeys directly to Loaves & Fishes.  There 

will be boxes by the coffee bar if you are able to donate 

some items.  All donations will be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

    ADVENT BEGINS DECEMBER 1ST 
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òWe make a living by what we get; 

We make a life by what we give.ó 
  Winston Churchill 

òWe make a living by what we get; 

We make a life by what we give.ó 
  Winston Churchill 

 
Save the Date ï Celebration of Blessings Breakfast is December 8

th
 following the 

early service.  The amazing Sampson family will prepare & serve the meal.  Donations 
of non-perishable foods and money will be accepted for Mercy Today Ministries.   
 
Another Successful Bake/Food Sale!  Due in part to better weather and larger      
attendance than 2018, members of SOTH donated $476.58 at this yearôs sale.  This 
will be given to Harrison K-8 School in Canon City, this yearôs beneficiary, to use 
where most needed.  Thank you to everyone at SOTH for supporting the Mission 
Teamôs annual sale.  Your contributions of time, baked goods, foods and your gener-
osity are what make this affair successful.  Thanks again for supporting this worthwhile 
event! 
 
Colorado Gives Day is December 10th 
It's the 10th anniversary of Colorado Gives Day. Join thousands of Coloradans to   
support our Stateôs non-profits on Tuesday, December 10, 2019. This annual statewide 
movement celebrates and increases philanthropy in Colorado through online giving. 
The $1.5 Million Incentive Fund made possible by Community First Foundation, First-
Bank and other community members boosts the value of every donation. Go to https://
www.coloradogives.org to make your secure online donations.  You can even sched-
ule your donations ahead of time to post on 12/10.  Credit card and processing 
fees are covered by the event sponsors.  More than 2300 Colorado nonprofits, includ-
ing our own Rainbow Trail Camp, are registered on that website. 
 
Ruth Circle meets Thursday, December 12

th
, at 10 a.m.  This month, rather than a 

regular lesson, it is a creative Advent devotional with Isaiah entitled ñWatch, Wait,   
Createò. Come enjoy fellowship and learning.  We will also share some ñgoodiesò.   We 
continue to collect cereal for Mercy Today Ministries.  The Circle donated 15 boxes of 
cereal and two boxes of instant oatmeal to Mercy Today Ministries during October. 
 
Living Nativity ï This year is the 21st anniversary of the most important community 
outreach of SOTH.  It takes place on Saturday, December 14

th
, from 5 to 7:30 p.m.  

Please check the signup sheet in the Narthex to see where help is still needed before, 
during and after the event.  Be sure to tell your friends and neighbors about this event. 
 
ñGiving Treeò - Remember to bring in your wrapped gifts by December 15

h
 to al-

low sufficient time for distribution before school lets out.  Donôt miss your chance to 
brighten a childôs Christmas.  This year we have a larger number of children to provide 
gifts for.  So, if you havenôt picked your childôs ñtagò, please do so soon.  Donôt miss 
out! 
 
Thank You Thrivent Financial for approving our Action Teams and awarding 
Shepherd of the Hills the $250 ñseed moneyò used to purchase some of the food for 
the breakfast and another $250 to help with expenses of our Living Nativity.  Yet an-
other blessing to celebrate here at SOTH!  Thanks also to all who are able to donate       
nonperishable food and money for Mercy Today Ministries. 
 
ELCA Good Gifts offers a unique way to put meaning back in Christmas shop-
ping. Catalogs are available in various places in the Narthex.    Americans spend over 
$300 billion on Christmas shopping each year. Consider substituting one traditional gift 
with one from the ELCA Good Gifts catalog.  There are great gifts for those on your list 
who have everything and might appreciate a ñnon-traditional giftò that will benefit others 
less fortunate.  Place orders online at www.elca.org/goodgifts.  

https://www.coloradogives.org
https://www.coloradogives.org
http://www.elca.org/goodgifts
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 GETTING TO KNOW THE COUNCIL! 

BRAD PUTZER 

Hi, my name is Brad Putzer. Iôm in my second year on the church council.  I was born in 
Green Bay Wisconsin in 1969, then when I was 3 my family moved to Williston North   
Dakota until I was 15. When I was a freshman in high school my family moved to       
Coaldale, Colorado. I graduated from Cotopaxi high school. In my first college career I 
went to school for and graduated as a Veterinary Technician. While there I met my wife 
Elaine, we recently celebrated our 24th wedding anniversary. 

Shortly after vet tech school I went back to college for nursing. I have been an RN for 21 
years and have been working in the operating room for 19 years. We have one son, Blaine 
who will be 15 before we know it. He keeps us busy with his love of baseball. 

I grew up catholic and was an altar boy for most of my childhood. I was fortunate also to 
grow up rural and experienced most of the opportunities that life provides. 
My family and I enjoy living in Lincoln park raising some butcher beef, taking care of   
several fruit trees, hunting and camping in our spare time. 

 
 

RON SUTTON 
 
I was born in Pueblo Colorado and moved to Buena Vista Colorado at the age of 6.              
I graduated from Buena Vista Colorado and then attended Western State College.  I enlisted 
in  the Air Force in 1988. I married my wife Cristine in 1991.  We have two daughters. Our 
oldest daughter and her husband, Patrick live in Colorado Springs.  Allyx followed in my 
footsteps and joined the Air force right after high school graduation and is currently        
stationed at Shriever Air Force Base.  Our youngest daughter, Jordyn, is 12 years old and a 
7th grader at Canon City Middle School.  
 
While living in Colorado Springs, we were members of Fount of Life Lutheran Church.  
We moved to Canon City in 2014 and became members of Shepherd of the Hills in 2016.    
I retired from the Air Force in 2016 and started working as a civilian at Peterson Air Force 
Base.  
 
We enjoy Denver Bronco Football (some years more than others), camping, fishing 
(especially ice-fishing), foos-ball  and all outdoor activities the State of Colorado offers.      
I am honored to be elected to Church Council and happy to serve. 
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                   YOU ARE NEEDED!!                  

THE VOLUNTEER CORNERé 
 

We love our volunteers we  
THANK them!! 

 
OCTOBER  VOLUNTEERSé 

 
Ruth Nelson  Sandi Allen 
Wilma Kattnig  Craft Ladies 
Kevin Lichtenegger Marty Waite 
Ilse Muse 
Darrel and Juliette Cool 
Milo and Betty Cress 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED!!!!! 
 

Foldersé..Once a month to come in to 
fold the Sunday insert for the Bulletin. 
 
Folder Teamsé...Once every other 
month to come in to fold the Monthly 
Newsletter. 
 
Countersé.Approximately once a month 
to assist with counting, after  service. 
 
Greetersé.Please sign up to be a 
ògreeter.ó For information call 
Linda Freed 372-6272 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS CHOIR MEETS 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AT 7PM.  COME 

AND JOIN US, YOUôLL BE GLAD YOU DID!! 

    HAPPINESS IS SINGING IN THE CHOIR!! 

HOSTED BYéé. 
 
DEC.  1st CELEBRATION OF 
  BLESSINGS 
FEB.  2nd RUTH CIRCLE 
MAR. 1st CRACKED POTS 
APR.  12th EASTER SUNDAY 
  MEN FROM THE  
  CONGREGATION 
MAY. 3rd WORSHIP TEAM AND 
  CHOIR 
Stay and enjoy these wonderful breakfasts!!
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- about the New Year -  Happy new year, I say.  òWait!ó you may respond since 
the secular new year begins in January.  However, according to the Christian cal-
endar, the new year begins with the first Sunday in Advent, this year that falls on 
December 1st.  Our Sunday Bible readings move into òYear A Winteró and we pre-
pare our hearts, minds and lives to welcome the Savior of all people.  

- about the childrenõs Christmas service: Listen to Christmas - Christmas Pro-
gram 2019 led by the Sunday school and Confirmation students will occur on De-
cember 8th at the 9 am service on the 2nd Sunday of Advent. Please join the chil-
dren in worship that morning as all of us recreate that premiere Christmas using 
our voices, feet, hands and songs. The manger scene will unfurl as we envision that 
first Christmas and how it is remembered throughout time. 

 Children who are involved will practice the previous Sunday December 1st, both 
during Sunday School time as well as after 9 am worship.  

- about Sunday School time - First Sunday of the month is our Christmas Pro-
gram practice.  The 2nd Sunday is the Childrenõs Program and so no Sunday school 
classes are scheduled that morning. The Whirl kids stimulate discussion with the 
short video that tell about John the baptizer and first cousin to Jesus the Christ 
on 12/15. December 22nd lesson is about the Angel that visits Joseph, the earthly 
father of Jesus. The 5th Sunday in December teaches us about the escape to 
Egypt, Jesus, Mary and Joseph become refugees in order to prevent Jesus from 
losing His life to Herodõs jealous plan of killing all boy babies under the age of 2 
years. 

- about the Confirmation Program and Schedule-Catechism classes have been 
meeting on Tuesdays every week from 4:45 to 6 pm.  No classes on December 24 
or 31 due to the Christmas Holidays! Classes resume on January 7th. 

Pastor Chris continues to teach about the Old Testament, using Faith Inkubators 
curriculum from Augsburg Fortress.  Ninth grade students need mentors to help 
them mature in their Faith journey. We have heard from willing members to serve 
as a mentor to these eager students. Watch for specifics as to what this im-
portant service looks like here at Shepherd of the Hills and be willing to say òYesó 
when asked.  

- about the Annual Living Nativity -  Many of our children have joined the An-
gel band and Shepherds crew, along with their loving parents.  Having families in 
this annual gift to our community makes this event memorable.   

- about RTLC fundraisers - Martinoõs is returning -On a Sunday in January, our 
youth and their families will offer a delicious spaghetti meal to raise funds for 
RTLC camperships (as we do not have this in our church budget). Watch emails, 
bulletins, and newsletters for the date. Plan to eat well and support our children.   

- about December Meetings-  NO meetings during December so we may spend 
more time with our loved ones in worship and preparation for the Christ 
Child!  The Christian Education team will meet again in January. 

Dena 
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           NEWS!  NEWS!!  NEWS!!    

FLORENCE  PIONEER  MUSEUM  DISPLAYS  
WEDDING ATTIRE FROM 1949 

 
Wilma Kattnigôs ñgoing to the honeymoonò dress and Leonard Kattnigôs hand-
tailored suit sewn by ñJim the Tailor, Sr.ò  are on display at the Florence Pioneer    
Museum. 
Leonard Kattnig and his bride Wilma met at Custer County High School.  Wilma is  
a descendent from the 100 German families that came from Chicago to settle in the  
ñColfax Colonyò in the Wet Mountains.  After Wilma and Leonard were married 
they moved to Pueblo.  They lived and raised their children in a house that was 120 
years old! 
You may view the wedding clothes at the Florence Pioneer Museum which is open 
from 1-4pm Tuesday-Friday and from 10am to 3pm Saturdays.  Admission is a     
donation of $5 per person ages 9 and older.  Children 8 and younger are admitted 
free of charge. 

COMING UPðTHINGS TO THINK ABOUTééé 
LONGEST NIGHTðA WORSHIP SERVICE OF HOPE, STRENGTH, AND COMMUNITY. 
 
ñThe most wonderful time of the yearò is not always wonderful for all of us.  We are grieving, we have 
disappointments, we are overwhelmed, we are suffering in many different ways.  Or maybe just a bit of 
a break from the Christmas and holiday festivities and unrealistic expectations would lift your spirit.  

Please join us for the Longest Night Community Worship on Saturday, 
December 21, at 7 p.m. at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church,  

801 North Sheridan Ave.      ALL ARE WELCOME!! 
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               AS YOU PRAY, PLEASE REMEMBERéé 
 

All of our Military, especially our  

SOTH members and relatives...   

 

TSgt. Jake Dalzell, USAF, stationed at McConnell AFB,      
Wichita, KS;   1st Sgt. Austin  Roberts, US Army, Stationed at  Ft. Carson;  SMSgt. Joshua  
Hinsey, USAF, stationed in Germany.; Spec. Michael Kelley, U.S. Army, 2nd Deployment 
to Iraq;  Capt. Warren Riner, USAF, deployed overseas;  Captain. Nick Romano, U.S. Army, 
Deployed to Afghanistan;  Maj. Edward Runyan, U.S. Army, stationed at  Ft. Carson:  SFC. 
Tony Salyer, U.S. Army, stationed at Ft. Carson; ; Zachary Jayson,  Military-deployed to  
Afghanistan. 
 
Note:Please let us know the names of the military personnel you wish to have on the list.  If 
you know of others who are in the military, please call the church office and we will include 
their names. Please give us the rank and where they are stationed.   

                          Please remember to notify the office of any changes or deletions 

BOOK CLUB ñ PLUS  

Shepherd of the Hills Book Club 
Reading List for 2019 - 2020  

The book club will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 5:30 PM in the SOTH 
kitchen. Come Join Us! 
 
December: Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 
January: The Good Neighbor by Maxwell King 
February: Iôm Still Here by Austin Channing Brown 
March: The Path Between Us by Suzanne Stabile 
April: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
May: A Place for Us by Fatima Farheen Mirza 
June: When The English Fall by david Williams 
July: Inspired by Rachel Held Evans 
August: A Man Called Ove by Fredrick Backman 
September: Just Mercy by Bruan Stevenson 

Shepherd of the Hills Book Club Meeting at 5:30 
P.M. on December10, 2019.  (2nd Tuesday of the 
month) Decemberôs book has won multiple 
awards.  It is an intimate journey of victory,      
sorrow, and discovery.  It is a sharp social       
commentary of a countryôs struggle to live up to 
its ideals, an honest portrayal of the strength of 
family, and the delicate blossoming of a young 
writer.  It is, indeed, a gift to all who read it.  
  
Discussions are always lively - feel free to join us! 

For more information contact                             
Diana Biggs @ 275-4647 


